Dear Js, S/2/72 

The Ramparts came today, thanks, Worked up a bit of a sweat before supper mowing 
and read the Black Hew Loft piece while cooling off. 

.Thompson acknowledges one thing I’ve never heard another black (presume he is) admit: 
Martin ing alone among blacks leaders since Marcus G arvey, attained most precisely that 
kind of’ unity. 

Let us forget for a moment the immeasurable numerical difference intheir followings, 
those they unified. Ho blacks ever say this today. They don't talk about King. Many ’’left" 
used to call him "Tom". 


xhcre j.s to me wierd thanking and language 1 "But ing. . .blew his chance at Pettus 
Bridge to die with maximum political effect." Here he' also credits Ray with the killing, 
rather remarkable for any writer and for Ramparts editing. I recall clearly that they 
started a Rang assassination committee, asked me to s rve, 1 accepted and never heard 
another word. 

bby should anyone elect to die with maximum political effect when he can live and 
do me an i n gful work, with political effect? Also, I dispute the reasoning, that the effect 
would have been greater. I don't think it could have been. 

There lingers a black misrepresentation of that bridge incident. He and others would 
have . been killed anyway but for an accident: they were loaned a Department of Justice car 
and it. was known as such. Kyles, with wet eyes, told me the whole story. If TC-ing had then 
been killed there' d have been a massacre with him. Neither %les nor the Rev. Smith from 
SCLC hq, who was with him, expected to get away alive as it is. 

What beither story says and what I think blacks should pon d er is that the left 
groups have attained media attention and. . through that some support not 011 their own, 
not. even on their shock value, which isn't news that long without real shocks, but throu^t 
official excesses. Once Hoover wised up and started leaving them alone, they fell apart 
and with few exceptions lost their support. At least their larger if limited followings. 

They owe Hoover much. 

I have a friend who has friends in the RHA. I think they're nuts but he doesn't. I 
think their greater failure would be success. 

Maybe Newton has legitimate fear for his life, but what kind of leader has no 
direct contact with his following? How long can he lead how many? 

Next to the Cubans, they're worst. Given ten Cubans you'll find 15 organizations. 

If all have the same declared purposes, all disagree too much to unite on any of t he m 
except, with the Cubans, hatred of Castro. This, too, I think is one of the few unifying 
hates among the balcks - whites. 

Einda discouraging. Especially for people who learn the hard way. 

Glad to ge fc the newest in this kind of thxhking, though* I guess to many of them 
I'm a reactionary. -°y the way, they don't think that when Malcolm X was so anti-xroman he 
was a sexist. Why? Because he was black. I've gotten it straight from black womens* libbers. 
Leaders, that is. 


bes#,. 



